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TOWN OF STRATHAM, —- 


For the year ending Feb. 27th, A. D. 1858. 4 

OE toliafn vo opsawueal eg 

Account of Collector John French, | ; i. Ory Rt 
bet, Amount of tax committed to him:for collection, us t is ®, 949, 45, ee 
. Collector French’s discharge: | +. 1 he alas 
» Paid State Tax, | be nO BI8S: 50> tat i Se 

7 County tax, OT i FA 20 Bee ne oe * : 

Selectmen in Cash, 4 2193 21. we 


‘Non-resident highway tax worked out, ) drowoat 55 Hah 
‘by abatement of taxes of sundry, ets ages Ty CnC Rt 
Collector for services, ini dot de BHCOOe 


. 4% 
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it » ray See yeaccanpe: “2,940 45 ae 


ait ” Stratham, Eeb. 27, sae os " i 
This day examined the fedadiog acbonts of Collector French er 3 ‘i avi 


find them fairly brogght gightly cast, vouched and balanced. © . ae 

JOHN SAMMON, te ys 

» MARK F - YOUNG, ye ‘Manivoual 

| Money Received by the Selectmen. Bi i 

Received cash of the Selectmen of 1856,5 - ay a Le AS ‘ ‘ ‘ 

of Z, B. French, money borrowed, «°° «100 00 Py 

of David Robinson, his tax fors 1856, ° . at ay! 

Dae ys Of. County, for support of County Poor from No- , Rai: 

EBLE * vember 24, 1855}: to\November: 10, 1857, "527 i 

> t) Literary Fund, yim fella Ph gest Ltt 4 Hy bay ve hg 

3 "Ras of Edmund Merrill, baratice due for dake timber ba md oh 
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Paid Z. B. French services as Auditor i in 1856, # 


Selectmen’s Discharge. 


Outstanding Demands. 


1 
J.O. Wiggin “* 1 
M. F. Young, for Selectmen’s * Auditor’s expenses, 7 
ie “y services after auditing, 4 
P. Merrill cc on 4 
EK. M. C. Lane, w a 4: 38 
J. W. Rollins in full for note and interest, $56 71 
Albert Janvrin, “ "4 249 54 
George Janvrin; ae - ht Re 330 48 
Addison Wiggin, do. 2 139 22 
wf 775 
J. F. Wiggin, for School District No, 4, ° 118 
Insurance on Town Farm buildings, 4 
Z. J. Wiggin, repairs on School House District No. 1, 2 
Postage, and Express on R. Road tax, 1856, 
Levi Merrill, surplus interest for 1856, 
G. B. Fifield, breaking roads, 3 
G. M. Barker, ss 19 
Richard Scammon,do. “ 19 
E. Chase, jr., breaking road, 2 
S, Hall for ' printing town accounts, . 13 
E. Chase, jr., work on read more than tax, 2 
A. Boardman for use of plow on road, 
T. Piper, gravel for highway, 2 
8. H. Hodgdon for moving wall against land taken for 
benefit of highway in 1853, 11 
©. C. Barton for abatement on tax for 1856, 


S. S. Legate, abatement of tax of heirs of T. Smith, 1855, 1 
C. H. Bell for assisting G. Marston in case of 8. Scammon 
vs. J. Scammon & als., 20 


4 


| $1019 


Roads and Bridges. 


Paid A. M. Sanderson, for work on bridge, $5 20 
““ __ two covering stones for bridge, 2 00 
7 
E. M. C. Lane for 736 ft. bridge plank, 9 
D. W. Hodgdon, land taken for benefit of highway, 9 
J.W. Rollins =“ $5 00 
ie “ moving 27 rods of wall against the 
same, iL 13 00 
818 


20 
57 
00 


00 
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NN. M. Barker for work on road more than tax, 12 80 
Albert Luey 4 - 7 53. 
Thomas Tuttle “ Y “e . 1 88 
Andrew Boardman : " 118 
John French for 430 ft. bridge plank, $6 45 
John French for sawing 2599 ft. lumber, 6 49 
$12 94 
John Smart for repairs on bridges, 20 41 
a & 20 loads gravel for road, 2 00 
A. R. Wiggin for two guide boards and lettering, 2 25 
E. M. C. Lane for repairs on bridge, 34 
g 4“ for guide post and setting, 1 33 
—— $1 67 
Caleb Wiggin for 860 ft. bridge plank, 12 04 
M. F. Young for repairs on bridge, 50 
$118 97 
Schools. ay i 
Paid Levi Chase for Dist. No, 1, - $203 72 
Z.B. French “ 2, 203 72 
T. Piper apis betes brik: 203 72 
J. F. Wiggin, “  * 4, ° 203 72 : 
aE <Back a a $814 83 : 
Committees. * 
Paid‘Levi Chase for Prudential Dist. No. 1, $3 00 
Z. B. French, hs i 2, 1 50 
W. G. Brown fe oY La 1:2 
T. Piper s bh HA ght: 4 00 
J. F. Wiggin se aes eae 4 00 
$13 75 
Paid: tepairs on Schoolhouses, Dist. No. 1, $3 00 
© Nav 2; 57 72 
“ 6 ‘ ~No. 3, 5 80 
és ‘6 “ No. 4, 1 75 at 
isha Bam 92 
Hiram Smart for Teachers’ Institute, 14 32 
. $911 22 
_*Paid B. D. Laighton, Superintending, after auditing. i *% 


$929 22 


Sundry Expenses. 


1 Z. B. French in full, note and interest, 
M. A. Huntoon for support, 
Amos Davis for abatement of tax on five. acres land for 
1856 & 1857, , 
G. H. Odell . ry 
G. C. Brown ‘ . 
Levi Hoag 4 : 
Ambrose Wiggin “ F 
P. Merrill, services as Town Treasurer, 
C. Page, Ham & Co., L. G. Towle and Mrs. E. T. Odlin 
for funeral charges of C. H. Moore, 
T. Morris for support of Annie W. Morris from Feb. 1st, 
' 1857, to Feb. 1st, 1858, 
F. Grant for blank book and warrants, 
Levi Chase for ringing bell and sweeping hall, 
S. H. Piper, & Co., supplies for Mrs, N. Mason, 
J. W. Chase, enrolling 8th Company, 


Town of Danville,for support of J. C. Robinson and family, 1 


Town of Northwood, for support of John Moore, 
P. Merrill, wood for Mrs. C. H. Moore, Exeter, 
J. Scammon, running tow? lines, 
T. W. Horne, wood and lights, in Jackson Hall, 
G. H. Odell, medicine and attendance on town poor, 
J. R. Sanborn, bound stone and lettering, 
S. Brewster, services superintendent, and to balance ac- 
counts at town farm, 
Charlotte Wiggin, surplus interest, 
Noah Piper, surplus interest more than tax, 
S. Hall, advertising, _ , 
Lovering and Jewell, shingles for town farm, 
J. W. Chase, setting glass in Jackson Hall, 
Dalton & Moulton, 16 surveyor’s books, 
Dalton & Moulton, blank books and stationery for select- 
‘men and town clerk, 
P. Merrill;,supplies for N. Mason’s family, 
Postage; 33. Express on county money 25, 
Z. J. Wiggin, administering oath, 
_ RP. Merrill, selectmen’s expenses, 
EK. M. C. Lane, selectmen’s ie Pine a 


. H. H. Staples, services town clerk, 
ty “recording taxes, 
* NM tf births, deaths and marriages, 
3 et 1 copy town officer, : 
4 Ms stationery, &c., 


G. H. Odell, return of births and deaths, 
 P. Merrill, services selectman, 
J: F. Wiggin, services selectman, ° 


26 


1 
3 
3 
9 


Hm 2 


mt bo OO ND OD 


5 


K. M. C. Lane, services selectman, 24 $4 

Auditors’ services, 3°00 

Support of county poor, (See account of C. P.) 129 7 
$783 96 

Recapitulation. 

Outstanding demands, $1019 79 

Roads and bridges, 118 97 

Schools, 91:1..22 

Sundry expenses, 783 96 

Total amount of expenditures, | $2833 94 

Cash in selectmen’s hands, 175 46 


Whole amount received is, | $3009, 40 


Stratham, Feb. 18, 1858. 


This day examined the foregoing accounts of the Selectmen, and 
find them fairly brought, rightly cast and vouched, and a balance 
in their hands of one hundred seventy-five dollars, forty-six cents.— 


$175 46. 
JOHN SCAMMON, 


Paid selectmen’s bills as follows: 


Selectmen’s Bills. 


1857. Town of Stratham to P, Merrill, Dr. | 


March 12. For return of ratable polls to Town Clerk, 
| 14. 1 day on town business, 
30. Writing obligation for Superintendent, 
31. 1 day at town farm, 
April 1,3. 2 days taking inventory, 
4. To Exeter on pauper case and other business, 
9,10,11,13. 4 days making assessment, 
15, To Mr. Philpot’s, Mr. Lane’s and other places, 
16. To Exeter to settle county bills, 
Making and recording taxes, and making list of 
the same, 
24. To Mr. Lane’s and J. F. Wiggin’s, 
25. Writing Constable’s appointment and Collect- 
or’s appointment and contract, 
28. Afternoon and evening in session, : 
29. Preparing and distributing Surveyor’s books, 
May 20. Making return to State and County Treasurers, 


as noe 


MARK F. YOUNG, 5 Auditors 


June 


Sept. 


Oct. 


6 


To Town Clerk’s, Mr. Lane’s and examining 
bridges, 

To Z. B. French’s, 8. H. Hodgdon’s and other 
places, 

To Exeter on pauper case, 
on town business, 

] day oe oc 

Attending Jury meeting and other business, 

Perambulating town line between Stratham and 
Exeter, 

1 day self and horse to Danville, 

Perambulating line against Greenland, 

1-2 day in relation to widening road nearJ. W. 
Rollins, 

To Exeter on case Town vs. Smith & Scammon, 

Preparing County Bills, 

To Portsmouth to settle County Bills, 

1-2 day widening road near J. W. Rollins, 

Writing and making return widening road, 

Widening road near J. W. Rollins, 

Making return, 

1-2 day at town farm and revising jury box, 

In session 

At Exeter examining records and other business, 


To E. M. C. Lane’s and J. F. Wiggin’s, 
To Exeter to settle bills, 

In session at J. F. Wiggin’s, 

Attending Jury meeting, 

Afternoon and evening in session at Mr. Lane’s, 
Making and posting check lists, . 
Writing and posting warrants, 
Afternoon and evening in session, 

To Exeter and other places, 

1 day at town farm, 

Evening in session, 

On.town business, 


- Making entries when not in session, 


Received Payment, 


Ha 
bo 
on 


$47 75 


P. MERRILL. 


1858. 
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Town of Stratham to Joseph F'. Wiggin, Dr., 


March 21. To procure a man and wife for town Farm and 
other town business and County poor, 1 00 
81. One day at town Farm, 1 00 
April 1, 3, 5, 6, 7. Taking inventory, 6 25 
2. 40. il, 13. Making assessments, 4 00 
28. Half a day on town business, 50 
May 1. Distributing Surveyor’s book and administering 
the oath, 1 00 
Making return to the town Clerk, 25 
Sept. 22. Attending jury meeting and other town business, 50 
Oct. 10. Perambulating town line between Exeter and 
Stratham, 1 25 
if laa “between Greenland and 
Stratham, 1 25 
24. §8 « between North Hamp- 
ton and Stratham, #25 
Nov. 12. Half a day widening road, 75 
28. Half a day widening road, 75 
Dec, 12. Half a day on town business, 50 
17. Half day at town farm, 50 
Revising jury box and other town Mee ah Sete 50 
Feb. 8, In session at J. F. Wiggin’s, 50 
10. To Danville to see the Selectmen and Joseph C. 
Robinson, town pauper, 2 50 
12. In session at E. M. C. Lane’s, half day and evening, 1 00 
18. Halt day and evening at P. Merrill’s, 75 
17. Writing appointment for Auditors’ and notifying 
and making return to the town Clerk and. 
other town. business, 1 00 
22. Going to Greenland to see the Selectmen, 50 
Going to P. Merrill’s and John Scammon’s on 
town business, 33 
24. Perambulating part of the line between Green- 
land and Stratham, 50 
25. At the town Farm one day, 1 00 
In session at P. Merrill’s, 25 
26. In session at the town Farm, * 50 
Selectmen expenses, »1 00 
$31 83 


Received payment, 


JOSEPH F. WIGGIN. 


May 
June 7. 
Sept. 
Oct. 


Nov. 


Paid M. 


1858. 
March 13. 


Feb. 8 


8 


Town of Stratham to HE. M. C. Lane, Dr., 


To attending jury meeting, 25 
14, 3-4 day on town business, 75 
April 4, 6 & 7. Taking inventory, 3.45 
9,10, 11 & 13. Assessing taxes, 4 00 
28. Kemoving and piling lumber at mill, 1 00 
30. Examining bridge at saw mill, - 34 
At P. Merrill’s on town business, 50 
1]. Halfday on town business, 30 
9. At P. Merrill’s and Exeter on town business, 75 
19. Perambulating line between Stratham & Greenland, 1 25 
20. Going to Northwood to bring J. Moore to town farm, 4 00 
24. Perambulating line between Stratham & Hampton, 1 25 
28. - Half day widening highway at D. W. Hodgdon’s, 50 
- 19. Half day at town Farm, and revising jury boxy. 1 00 
. Evening session at T. Wiggin’s, 50 
12. Half day and evening in session, a *1 00 
18. 6s 6s 66 1 00 
24. Half day on Greenland line, 50 
25. 1 day at town Farm and evening at P. Merrill’s, 1 50 
$24 34 
Received payment, i 
E. M. C. LANE. 
Account of County Poor. : 
F’. Young, house rent for J. L. Huntress, $2 17 
E. M. C. La..e, Wood, Pork, &e., 16 80 
M. A. Philpot, nursing B. & S. Philpot, 15 00 
A. A. Gage, support of M. A. French, 52 00 
S. N. Philpot, on account of B. Philpot, 6 eC 
G. H. Odell, medicine and attendance on coun- 
ty poor, to March 9, 1858, 30 00 
G. Odell, attendance on §. Phulpot, 7 76 
$129 73 
From the farm, 131 25 
- Pe 
$260 98 
_ Amount due from county, Feb, 26, 1858, $101 &0. 


9 
Notes outstanding against the Town. 


Benjamin Moulton, 328 
John French, 354 
E. H. Berry; 1014 
Josiah Burley; 599 
B. H. Jewett, &. : 4 132 
Other claims as estimated, ae 60 
$2487 00 


Means of Payment. 


Cash in selectmen’s hands, 175 46 
A note of hand, 100 00 
Amount due from county; 101 80 
Due on bond of Smith & Scammon, 96 00 
Railroad tax, due Dec. 1, 1857, estimated, 85 00 
- $558 26 | 
Town debt, 1928 74 
1857, «“ 2680 45 
1856, « ' $250 35 
Decrease in two years; 1321 61 


Town Farm. 


‘Expenditures, , $350 31 

_ Superintendent’s services, 200 00 

- Stock, hay and provisions less than last year, 40 00 / 
‘ | ———— $590 8f 


Receipts. 
From the farm, $318 77 
Support of county poor from farm, 131 25 
Miss Mary Robinson, wood, &c.; 20 25 
Mrs. C. H. Moore, 8 00 ) 
3 | Liven meth SLB, OF 
Balance against the farm, $112 04 


For the timber, 9t. 7 ft., in six oak trees cut on the 
farm the present winter, the, town has re- 
ceived, °°) Q9l 75 


P. MERRILL, Selectmen 
J. F. WIGGIN, of 
E. M. C. LANE, ) Stratham. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


Superintending School Committee. 


FOR THE 


Municipal year ending March, 1858. 


DISTRICT NO. 1. . 

Levi Crasg; Prudential Committee. The Summer Term was taught 
by Miss M. A. Batchelder. Miss B. proved herself well qualified as a 
teacher, andas a matter of course, kept an excellent School. By the 
maintenance of good order, and by strict attention to her duties, her pu- 
pils exhibited marks of decided and hopeful progress). The Winter Term 
was under the supervision of Mr.J.P. Sanborn. Mr.S. asa teacher, in 
addition to many. valuable qualifications, possesses great energy of charac- 
ter. His pupils seemed to have caught, sympathetically, much. of his ar- 
dor,—always going through their recitations promptly and understandingly 
His classes in Arithmetic showed great proficiency, owing, as we supposed 
to the possession of more than ordinary talent for this branch of study, on 
the part of the teacher. 

DISTRICT NO. 2. 

Zechariah B. French, Chairman of Pru. Com. The Summer School was 
taught by Miss Marilla M. Towle. This school received from the amiable 
teacher, the same parental interest and watchfulness, which during the pre- 
ceding summer, made it the scene of equal improvement and happiness.— 
She succeeded, as heretofore, in imparting much valuable information to 
her pupils, who, it would seem, fully appreciated her services, and profited 
by them. ‘The Winter Term was under the charge of M. C. Osgood 
Brown. Thegeneral good behavior of his pupils, in and out of school, 
was noticeable. Under his systematic training, and by some quiet, yet po- 
' tent inflaence which he well knows how to exert, it is believed that his pu- 
pils made great advancement in the various branches pursued, which is the 
best comment that can be offered for the skill, assiduity and influence of 
the teacher. 

Ae 


il 
DISTRICT NO. 3. 


‘Thomas Piper, Prudential Com. The Summer School was under the 
eare of Miss Dora A. Kimball. Wehave the pleasure to report most fa- 
vorably of Miss K., as a teacher, and to express our entire satisfaction 
with respect to the advancement of her school. We do not know that we 
can award any greater praise than to say,:that it fully sustained the high 
reputation it has so long and so justly deserved. The Winter Term was 
under the charge of Mr. Aura L. Gerrish. The people of this district have 
every reason to congratulate themselves that the services of this gentle- 
man were obtained. Through his assiduity and fidelity, the school more 
than maintained its former excellent rank. We feel it due to the scholars 
to state, that their deportmen: towards their teacher. and the good order 
and decorum, which, as a general thing, prevailed in the school room. 
were such as to deserve unqualified praise—exhibiting a reciprocity of 
feeling between pupils and teacher truly gratifying to witness. 


DISTRICT NO. 4. 


Joseph F. Wiggin, Pru. Com. The Summer School was taught by Miss 
Abby Swasey. This School appeared decidedly well at the several visits 
of the committee. The teacher seemed to feel the responsibility, to realize 
the great value of the trust committed to her keeping. She evidently, and 
as we think, quite successfully, exerted herself to impart to her scholars the 
rudiments of educational instruction. The Winter school was under the 
control of Mr. Benjamin F. Sanborn. 

The Committee has visited no school in which he has noted more order 
and quietness, and would testify his satisfaction with the progress of the 
scholars, and the ability and faithfulness of the teacher. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Committee entertain the belief that, our schools, regarded as a whole, 
were never ina more prosperous condition than now, both as regards the 
conduct and the proficiency of the scholars. This is to be ascribed mainly 
to the fact that the several prudential committees have been extremely for- 
tunate in their sclection of teachers during the past year. Our teachers 
have shown themselves, exemplary, well qualified and faithful. It is with 
great pleasure that we make this statement, and we think we have good 
reason to congratulate the town on this pleasant state of affairs at present ex- 
isting. 

In our last Report we took occasion to speak of our schoolhouses, as uot 
being what they should be in point of construction and convenience. In ad- 


123 
dition to what was then said, and atthe risk of being charged with fastidi- 
ousness, we would remark, that schoolhouses and their appurtenances , 
should be so located and constructed, as not to induce vulgar habits nor s 
loose state of morals, nor to promote infection. A certain delicacy of feel- 
ing shoutd be cultivated, & propriety of conduct ever be maintained between 
the sexes. We would candidly ask our fellow townsmen whether it would not 
add very much to the reputation of our town to cause those miserable apolo- 
gies for out-buildings, and which, in some instances, are placed almost in 
close proximity to the school house, to be demolished, and those of improv- 
ed form and cogstruction, and located in the right place, put up in their 
stead? We are happy to state, that in District No. 2, avery great improve” 
ment, in the matter alluded to, has lately been made. That diminutive and 
ill- -shaped affair—about the size of a government sentry-box—bnt bearing no 
comparison to that structure in point of good looks, has been removed and 
a building erected which is every way suited to.the wants of the scholars.— 
A building, located in the right place, and in all respects convenient, con- 
taining for obvious reasons, two distinet compartments ; the avenues lead- 
ing to it, divided by a substantial, well-built fence... We earnestly hope that 
other districts will give to this subject the attention demanded by every sen- 
timent of decency and propriety, being fully convinced of its importance.— 
We would call special attendance to the fact that visitors to our schools can 
scarcely fail to observe the innumerable manifestations of a mischievous 
propensity, on the part of no small portion of our youth, which is exhibited 
by the wrecked and mutilated appearance of doors, window-sillg, benches,. 
_ desks, etc., of our schoolhouses, and by an extensive display of skill in the 
use of the jackknife, and other implements, in the cutting of alphabetical 
letters and characters used. by the Chinese, Egyptians, and other very an- 
cient people, occasionally intermixed with poor specimens of the Anglo- 
Saxon style, and also showing great artistic talent in the carving of various 
nondescript figures, the like of which it is believed have no existence upon 
the earth, norin the sea, nor anywhere else except in their excited imagin - 
ations. It would be difficult, we think, to prove that any advantages are to 
be derived from the indulgence of this passion, either to the scholars, or to 
the public. The collective wisdom of each district should devise ways and 
means to put an immediate and effectual stop to these outrages against de- 
cency and good order, and against this wanton, wholesale destruction of our 
property. This spirit of vandalism, having, as it would seem, for its object, 
the demolition of the entire school house, and everything connected with it 
must be rooted out and destroyed, if we would not have socicty relapse into, 
, state of semi-cixilization, 


13 s 


Your eommittee would ask attention to the want of punctuality at school. 
On examining the registers of the schools, and, by present observation, we 
find too much inattention on the part of parents to this matter. Our only 
resource is to appeal to those having the domestic care of the scholars’ to 
cure this negligence. It must be apparent to every reflecting mind that: no 
child will ever be well educated that only attends school partially; but on 
the other hand, must suffer to a degree beyond estimation, while others, by 


punctual attendance, may reap all the advantages to be derived froma good 
education. 


We would take this opportunity to enter our protest against the sending 
of children to school at too early an age. We are of opinion that parents of 
what are called bright children, often make a sad mistake in this respect. 
They-are apt to think their children prodigies of juvenile wisdom, and 
hurry them off to school that they may astonish the natives, before they 
can fairly walk with safety. It has frequently been observed that the 
brightest children at four or five years of age, are the dullest men and wo- 
men at thirty or forty. We are inclined to the belief, that this arises from 
the indiscreet action of parents and teachers. We very much doubt wheth- 
er upon the whole, children who are sent to school before six or seven years 
of age, derive any real advantage from their attendance; but on the con: 
trary, we believe they suffer serious evils in being put to studies which re- 
quire considerable thought and labor, even at the ages alluded to. Neither 
the mind nor body is prepared for exertion. ‘ Early ripe, early rotten,” is 
an old adage and applicable to animal as well as to vegetable natures.— 
We confess even to a partiality for dunces, there being so many instances 
on record, and not a few which have come within the scope of our own 
observation, of persons who have arrived to great distinctiog in the world 
of science and literature, who in their school-boy days, were distinguished 
for their stupidity more than for any other quality they possessed. 

Parents and guardians have often been solicited by teachers and commit- 
tees to show by their frequent visits to the school room, their interest and 
solicitude for the moral and intellectual improvement of their children. 1s 
is much to be regretted, that but few, comparatively, avail themselves of 
opportunities to do this, Parents should visit schools frequently, and stay 
long enough to understand whether their children’ make any progress in 
their several studies. Strange that so many of them avoid the school room 
as if they feared contagion or contamination. We would earnestly enjoin 
upon parents the duty of visiting the schools as often as practicable, there- 
by earning the right to express freely their opinions founded on actual 
knowledge, and not based upon mere guess work. On these occasions, 
some few well-digested and comunon sense remarks-—-words of encourage- 
ment and advice, addressed by visitors to the teacher and scholars, it is pre- 
aumed ere alsvays acceptable to them, and no doubt are productive of good: 
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We would avail ourself of this occasion to reply ro a question often put 
to us by those interested. It is “whether or no we are in favor of Eve- . 
ning Schools? We answer, that we believe Evening schools, under judi- 
cious management, would prove of very great advantage to thase of our 
young men, who by the force of circumstances are prohibited from attend- 
ing our day schools. It would afford us much pleasure to learn that a 
school for this object was established in every district. We would how- 
ever express our disapprobation of keeping evening schools for those’of our 
children who attend the day schools. It would seem that some six or eight 
hours of previous confinement and devotion to study within the walls of 
the schoolhouse, were amply sufficient for the time being. A wearisome, 
excessive application to study, we believe to be detrimental to the youthful 
mind. Weapprehend that our children would gain greater advantages by 
spending their evenings beneath the paternal roof, their minds engaged in 
pleasant and instructive reading, in innocent amusement and in enlivening 
and profitable conversation with their parents and with each other. — 

We would further improve this. occasion to offer a few observations, and 
to indulge in a few reflections, with respect to the great subject of educa- 
tion. Itis evident that the time for study is of short duration. It should 
be used for the greatest good to the pupil. Thus limited with hardly time 
enough to educate him up to the needs of his probable future life, great care 
and discretion is requisite on the part.of the teacher. _We look upon it ag 
a great error to occupy too much time in devotion .to studies which will 
have no practical bearing upon the vocation in life which he is likely to 
select. The teacher should be careful not to embarrass his pupil. by over- 
joading him with toomany of those implements of toil only a few of which 
he can ever ba expected to use with skill and to advantage. Is it not wise 
to equip'him thoroughly with the few which he needs first and most in his 
practical walks in life, and teach him to use these with strength and dex- 
terity®» He will, if he needs others at some future day, make them for him- 
self. We are convinced that there should be more time and attention giv- 
en to the simple, elementary branches; and others which do not enter into 
practical every day life, of the great body of the people, should, for the 
time being, be less cared for. Not afew pupils acquire a superficial know!- 
edge of many things in no wise essential for them to learn; while their 
knowledge of practical studies, which will bear directly upon their every 
day duties in life is less than it should be. Reading, writing and orthogra- 
phy, which lie at the foundation of all knowledge, we believe should re- 
ceive the most attention. -Quradvice to those desirous of possessing a val- 
uable, practical education is as follows. Strive to obtain, as far as may be, 
a knowledge of our language, and the rudiments of arithmetic and geogra- 
phy, but more than all, learn to read well, to write well, and to spell with 
facility and correctness. Always be on the alert topick up what scemingly 
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are but the merest trifles of knowledge. The waters of the oeean are but 
the aggregate of little drops—the mountain is composed of grains of mat- 
ter. Cultivate the habit of observation, than which, none can be more val- 
uable. See to it that whatever you do, is done right—as it should be.— 
Keep your eyes wide open, and your ears all unstopped. Try to remem- 
ber what you see, and what you hear. You will find that the knowledge 
acquired by attention to this habit, is of the most valuable kind, of more 
value even than book knowledge, as you will find such information just 
the right kind for praetiéal use, and in the form exactly adapted to your 
understandings. So manage as always to have a supply of reading matter, 
both books and newspapers, with which you may satisfy the cravings of 
your mental appetite. ; 

If we would promote the honor, happiness and reputation of our com- 
munity, and of our State, we must keep the desire to bestow upon our chil- 
dren the moral and intellectual culture which their interests demand, near- 
est our heart. The children within our borders should be educated in such a 
manner as to enable them all to be good and useful citizens. Our character 
and institutions can be preserved only by the virtues that produced them.— 
It behooves us then,diligently, to impress upon the mind of the rising gener 
ation, the principles of piety and justice—a sacred regard to truth, love of 
country, humanity and benevolence ; sobriety, industry and frogality, chast- 
ity, moderation and temperance, and all other virtues which are the orna- 
ment and support of human society, and to endeavor to lead them into a 
particular understanding of the tendency of all such virtues, te preserve and 
perfect a republican form of government, to secure the blessings of liberty, 
and to promote their future happiness, and the tendency of the opposite 
vices to degradation, ruin and slavery. Let us then endeavor to illustrate 
to them the infinitely superior advantages of freedom over despotism, of 
truth over falsehood, of light over darkness, and of right over might. Then 
shall our young men stand as well proportioned columns in the temple of 
society, and our daughters represent its polished corner stones—reflecting. 
the intelligence and refinement that education alone can give. 

Annexed, is a table of statistics after the usual form. All which is respect- 
fully submitted. 


BENJAMIN D, LAJGHTON, Sup. Sch. Com. 


A 


Stratham, N, H., March 1, 1858. 


It 


Statistical Report, &c., 


N | DISTRICTS, 1. 2.3. 4. Torus. 


Weeks kept in Summer, ; 1541517 14 . 6h 
Weeks kept in Winter, ee CHE BT Pte 
No. of different Scholars during the year, 7i° 58 56 39 224 
No. of Scholars in Summer, 42° "44a" 37) O38" Fae 
- No. of Scholars in Winter, 56-45 46 30- 177 
_ Average attendance in Summer, 36 31 27.15 109 
Average attendance in Winter, 49 35 42 24 150 


No. between 4and 16 yearsold—Summer, 42 44 87 23° M6 
No. between 4 and 16 years old—Winter, 47 38 39 24 148 
No. over 16 years of age—Summer, 


No. over 16 years of age— Winter, © PO OCT Be 29 
Wages of Teachers per month, including 4 
board—Summer, $17 418 18 16 . 
Wages of Teachers per month, including ie al 
board—Winter, | $34 .30 30 .30), me 
Amount of Local Funds, $250 00° 
Amount of income from the same, 15 00 
Amount of income from Literary Fund, 69° 90" 
3 _Amount of School money raised by town, 730, 00. 
; ' Whole amount of School money, ; 814 90° 
Visits by Superintending Committee, 6° 5. 6, MO. Se ae. 
' Visits by Prudential Committee y Sites daa 4 ee 
_ * Visits by citizens and others, 58" 44.9° 7 Pw ge Ty 01554 oe 
. Pupils in ‘Reading, including:both terms, 98 89 82 53 82 | 
We iy itn oe) Spe Mliin gry.  1sift her 229894895) Bb $8) m8 oF 
ba momen. te AME mation; (6h in eco tly oct Hed 12004 Oh OSi tw oa 
>. ho, Geography, * CO es ae ae FT” SE HY 
We ee, OAT, | Of OF as: LS ae a ees ae ae 
Ber oe beh TRO BGM GReh SIO 4g I O85t @ 
iJ Other studies, De FOU QM OLS SHRo DS 72 . 
;. . ak . $4 / A. ee ! 
J List of Books. 


od : “a 
fi, : Sdtgent’s and: Lown’s Readers—Town’s Speller—Holbrook’s, Col- 
_*  burn’s- and Greenleaf’s- Arithmetics—Mitchell’s Primary and Inter-. 
_ mediate Geographies—Weld’s and Tower’s Grammar’s—Cutter’s Phy-" 
_- _ siology—Thompson’s Day’s Algebra—Thompson’s Geometry—Pay-_ 
bi son’s, Scribner’s & Dunton’s Writing Books. 
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